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ABSTRACT: In 2001, the epitaph of Qidan King Li Guo Zhe was unearthed from a tomb of the Tang

period in the eastern suburb of Xi'an City. The text consists of 369 characters in 19 lines. It records the

relationship of Qidan with the Tang Dynasty in the Kaiyuan reign, reflects the contradiction and differ-

entiation in the Qidan ruling group and the policy of the Tang court in the borderland, and narrates Li's

career and his posterity’s servicing the Tang Dynasty. Combining the text with historical records, the

present paper makes a detailed analvsis of the fact that Li died in the Qidan territory but his tomb was

discovered in the area of the Tang capital Chang an.

The epitaph offers invaluable evidence for the

academic study of the early Qidan’s activities and their relationship with the Tang Dynasty.
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