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ABSTRACT: Kunfa is a Chinese term referring to certain kinds of hairstyles characterized by shaving-off parts of hair

while leaving other parts. Much information related to Khitan (qidan) people’s Kunfa hairstyle can be identified in the archaeo-

logical materials of the Liao Dynasty, especially in mural paintings from burial chambers. This paper attempts to categorize

Kunfa based on two standards: 1) which part of hair was shaved-off and 2) how large this part was shaved-off. Then the catego-

ries are going to be juxtaposed with the chronology of burial data in order to generalize the basic development of Kunfa hairstyles.

The research demonstrates that various types of Kunfa were inherently related and could be further arranged in their chronolog-

ical order. The basic characteristics of Kunfa were solidified around the coronation of Emperor Shengzong of Liao (Yelv

Longxu) and became distinctive with the diagnostic of “tuo qi liang mao ” (long hair falling down from both sides of temples)
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