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Climate Variability , Border Wars, and Social Resilience
of the Eastern Turkic Empire From Sui Dynasty
to the Early Tang Dynasty (581-630)

—~Including Ecological Resilence of Turkic Society
TANG Shang-shu ZHANG Bing-lin

Abstract: During the Sui and Tang Dynasties (581-630), Turks nomads in norther China continued to create and launch border
conflicts and wars, and gradually became to be a serious threat to the Central Plains of China. Climate variability was one of the
important drivers of the war. However, in the early days of the Sui and Tang dynasties, although the Turks had a competitive advantage,
they suffered failures and retreated in the course of attacking China.The ups and downs of the Eastern Turkic Empire is closely related
to the climate anomalies and natural disasters, which shows the social resilience of the Turkic society is fragile when it faced the
uncertain crisis. In this paper, we focus on the connections between climate variability and social resilience and the rise and fall of
Turkic society in the Sui and Tang dynasties, and review the social resilience and adaptability in the development of Turkic society.
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