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Ordinal Numerals in Reversed Order and Their Compositional Meanings

in Modern Western Yugur Language and Old Turkic Language

HE Chuan-sheng
( College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan 410082)

[ Abstract] Counting in reversed order is an old counting form, reflecting the primitive mathematical
thinking of the ancient people. In Typology, counting in reversed order is only found in a few languages
including Modern Western Yugur language and its ancestor, Old Turkic language. Evidences show that the
pumerals in reversed order in Modern Western Yugur can be traced back to those in Old Turkic language.
Besides, several special ten digit numerals in Turkic language were originated from ancient Turkic people’ s
conception of the size of cattle and later were evolved into the concept of pure numbers. It is argued that this
opinion is not only supported by cross-linguistic evidence but also is in compliance with semantic
compositionality.

[ Key words] Modern Western Yugur language; Old Turkic; ordinal numerals in reversed order
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