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On “Zhaojun Chusai” not a Marriage Style of “Heqin”

WANG Cheng-bin
(Xuchang University, Xuchang 461000, China)

Abstract: Heqin which means to make peace with rulers of minority nationalities in the border area by marriage in

ancient China, is generally a kind of political alliances between different nationalities. The story “Zhaojun Chusai” which refers

to beautiful lady Zhaojun living in Han Dynasty volunteer to marry the minority ruler of Huns

Chanyu for peace with

Huns, is always regarded as a marriage style of Heqin. But, such kind of Hegin includes two key characteristics. One is that
the women are the descendants of the King; the other is which is frequently recorded in history as marry, espouse, wed etc, in-
dicating that a marriage concluded. But Zhaojun Chusai does not have these characteristics, just as a gift awarded to Chanyu by
emperor of Han Dynasty. Generally, scholars argue that Zhaojun has made great contribution to peace and regarded this as
marriage. In fact, the effect of Zhaojun in this respect has been exaggerated. The real reason for a long period of peace after her
marriage is not for her, but for the decline of the Huns who are unable to confront with Han Dynasty, and for the great assis-
tance of Han Dynasty so that Hu Hanxie Chanyu and its descendants dare not to launch the war again. It can be concluded that

Zhaojun Chusai is not a marriage style of Heqin which people often assumes.

Key words; Zhaojun Chusai; Heqin; reward
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